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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, filed 03/23/2009, with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) 1-15 under Sugawara and Wing have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Sugawara in view of 
Takahashi. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sugawara et al. (US 2002/001 9848 A1 ) in view of Takahashi (US 2004/0001 225 A1 ). 

Regarding Claim 1, Sugawara'848 shows a data transmission apparatus (i.e., 
image communication apparatus. See Paragraphs 8) comprising: a sender which 
sends an e-mail and a request for a return confirmation of receipt of the e-mail to a 
destination (i.e., an email is sent requesting an email/confirmation containing the 
transmitting information. See Paragraphs 8and 69); a receiver which receives the 
confirmation of receipt from the destination (i.e., a confirmation email can be sent 
and received. See Paragraphs 8, 72 and 93-97); and a controller which issues a 
transmission management report (i.e., See Figure 1, elements 1-5-3), describing result 
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of transmission for a plurality of transmissions in the transmission management report 
(i.e., confirmation with transmission information/report is sent. See Paragraphs 8, 
69, 72, 97 and 126), wherein said controller describes in the transmission management 
report a transmission or transmissions on which the result of transmission is uncertain 
when the transmission management report is issued (i.e., the confirmation/report 
describes the status of the transmissions. See Paragraphs 8, 97 and 111 and See 
Figure 5). 

Sugawara'848 (although shows issuing the transmission report) fails to show a 
controller which issues a transmission management report at predetermined timings, 
describing a result of transmission for a plurality of transmissions in the transmission 
management report. 

Takahashi'225 teaches a network facsimile apparatus which issues a 
transmission management report at predetermined timings (i.e., the communication 
management reports can be set to be issued at specified timings or 
predetermined periodic times. See Paragraphs 9-11, 17, 22, 30-32, 60 and 73 also 
See Figures 5-6 and 10), describing a result of transmission for a plurality of 
transmissions in the transmission management report (i.e., the communication 
management report concerning facsimile communications ((plurality)) performed 
by the apparatus. See Paragraphs 2, 8-11). 

Having the system of Sugawara'848 and then given the well-established teaching 
of the Takahashi'225, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention was made to modify the system as suggested by the 
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combination of Sugawara'848 with the teachings of Takahashi'225, by letting the user to 
predetermine timings where the management reports are issued to improve the users 
convenience and prevent duplication of information and lack of information record as 
shown by Takahashi'225 in paragraphs 7 and 10 of Takahashi'225. 

Regarding Claim 2, Sugawara discloses the data transmission apparatus, 
wherein the transmission or transmissions on which the result of transmission is 
uncertain include a transmission or transmissions on which the confirmation of result of 
transmission had not been received and a predetermined wait time had not elapsed 
when the transmission management report is issued (i.e.,. See Paragraphs 96). 

Regarding Claim 3, Sugawara discloses the data transmission .apparatus 
wherein said controller describes in the transmission management report that the result 
of transmission is uncertain for the transmission or transmissions on which the result of 
transmission is uncertain (i.e., the confirmation/report describes the status of the 
transmissions. See Paragraphs 8, 97 and 111,118 and 158 See Figure 5). 

Regarding Claim 4, Sugawara discloses a data transmission apparatus, 
wherein said controller describes in the transmission management report the 
transmission or transmissions on which a last transmission management report stated 
that the result of transmission is Uncertain (i.e., the confirmation/report describes the 
status of the transmissions. See Paragraphs 8, 97 and 111,118 and 158 See 
Figure 6). 

Regarding Claim 5, Sugawara discloses a data transmission apparatus, 
wherein said controller describes in the transmission management report that the result 
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of transmission is certain if the result of transmission becomes certain for the 
transmission or transmissions, on which a last transmission management report stated 
that the result of transmission is uncertain, when the transmission management report is 
issued (i.e., when the last report states uncertain or unreceived the next step is 
report it as an error or failure. See Paragraphs 97 and 111). 

Regarding Claims 6, Sugawara discloses a data transmission apparatus, 
wherein the request of returning confirmation of receipt is based on an MDN (i.e., See 
Figs. 3-4 and Paragraphs 6 and 69). 

With regards to method Claim 7, the limitation of the claim 7 are corrected by 
limitation of claim 1 above. The steps of claim 7 read into the function step of claim 1 . 

With regards to method Claim 8, the limitation of the claim 8 are corrected by 
limitation of claim 2 above. The steps of claim 8 read into the function step of claim 2. 

With regards to method Claim 9, the limitation of the claim 9 are corrected by 
limitation of claim 3 above. The steps of claim 9 read into the function step of claim 3. 

With regards to method Claim 10, the limitation of the claim 10 are corrected by 
limitation of claim 4 above. The steps of claim 1 0 read into the function step of claim 4. 

With regards to method Claim 11, the limitation of the claim 11 are corrected by 
limitation of claim 5 above. The steps of claim 1 1 read into the function step of claim 5. 

With regards to method Claim 12, the limitation of the claim 12 are corrected by 
limitation of claim 6 above. The steps of claim 12 read into the function step of claim 6. 

Regarding Claim 13, the combination of Sugawara'848 and Takahashi'225 
shows the data transmission apparatus wherein the transmission management report is 
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issued when the number of transmissions on which the result of transmission is 
uncertain reaches a predetermined value (i.e., report is issued when a 
predetermined number/value of reports have been issued. See Paragraphs 6, 9-11 
in Takahashi'225). 

With regards to method Claim 14, the limitation of the claim 14 are corrected by 
limitation of claim 13 above. The steps of claim 14 read into the function step of claim 
13. 

Regarding Claim 15, the combination of Sugawara'848 and Takahashi'225 
shows the data transmission apparatus wherein the transmission management report 
includes results of confirmations of receipt for transmissions that have been designated 
as delivered or undelivered since a previous transmission management report (i.e., See 
Paragraphs 7-11 and 60 in Takahashi'225). 

Conclusion 

Prior art used Takahashi US 2004/0001225 A1, is used by referring to its priority 
date July 1 , 2002 as showed on the publication. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to IRIANA CRUZ whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3246. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30am to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, King Y. Poon can be reached on (571) 272-7440. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/King Y. Poon/ Iriana Cruz 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 Examiner 

Art Unit 2625 



July 15, 2009 
/I. C.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



